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 For immediate Release
Fresh Creek Technologies Netting TrashTrap® System selected as part of the Anacostia Watershed Trash Reduction Strategy.
Representatives from the Environmental Protection Agency, Prince George´s County, Fresh Creek Technologies, Inc., and local neighborhood and conservation groups gathered Thursday, October 25, 2007, to cut the ribbon on a Netting TrashTrap System® end-of-pipe application consisting of five giant, side-by-side mesh nets designed to capture the trash that washes off the streets into a storm drain constructed to keep tons of debris out of the polluted Anacostia River, a tributary to the Potomac River. Combined, the rivers flow into the Chesapeake Bay. 

Designed by Fresh Creek Technologies of New Jersey, the system is fenced off and sits on a concrete pad. A boom truck lifts the full bags, which can expand to hold up to 11 cubic feet of junk apiece, into the truck to be hauled away to a local landfill. New nets are then installed and the operation is ready for the next rainfall event.  

“The Fresh Creek Netting TrashTrap® System is a piece of the puzzle in devising a comprehensive plan for cleaning up the Anacostia,” Edward Ambrogio of the EPA told those gathered.

According to figures from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, at least 20,000 tons of trash flow into the Anacostia annually. Under the Clean Water Act, it is one of only two rivers in the nation that the EPA considers impaired or significantly polluted by trash and other floating debris.
Cleanup and restoration efforts for the Anacostia watershed began nearly two decades ago. Formal cooperation between government agencies came in 1987 with the signing of the landmark Anacostia Watershed Agreement and the formation of the Anacostia Watershed Restoration Committee (AWRC), consisting of representatives from various agencies and communities. One of their main objectives was to “Promote the greater introduction and use of effective trash reduction technologies and approaches.” 
Which included the investigation of different Best Available Technologies (BATs) such as street sweeping, inlet grates, end-of-pipe devices (e.g., trash netting traps/booms), and a skimmer boat as well as innovative outreach and incentive programs. Fresh Creek Technologies was selected for this project because it provided a simple, cost effective, and direct, solution to the problem. 
Fresh Creek Technologies, Inc. is the leading provider of net capture systems in North America with more than a dozen system designs to meet the needs of its customers. Using no electricity, pumps or concrete containment structures, the systems uses the natural flow of the water to trap and contain floating trash and debris and, in some installation, grit and oils. The nets are housed in stainless steel channels and a rigid framework, nets are removed by a truck-mounted hoist and taken to a landfill for disposal. New nets are slid back into the channels and are ready for the next event. For more information visit our web site: www.freshcreek.com or call 1-800-741-9486.
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